
Update to Climate and Environment Charter Signatories – October 2024 
16 October 2024 
 
Dear Signatories,  
 
Further to the Charter Secretariat’s bi-monthly newsletter, please find below information on key 
events and calls for engagement with time-sensitive deadline 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
The Charter Secretariat is pleased to announce that Elizabeth Bellardo, Deputy Director, 
Office of Global Policy, Partnerships, Programs and Communications, Bureau for Humanitarian 
Assistance (BHA), USAID will be joining the Inaugural Board of the Climate and Environment 
Charter, serving in the rotating seat for Charter Supporters.  
 
The Inaugural Board commenced its work in September 2024 and will run through September 
2026. As part of the first board meeting, the Secretariat’s three-year workplan was approved. A 
Summary of the Secretariat Workplan Objectives and 2024 Priorities is now available online. 
This workplan informed through consultations held before the Secretariat was formed, as well 
as through the June 2024 signatory survey. 

CALLS EXPERTS, COLLABORATIONS, AND CONSULTATIONS 
Call for REDLINE comments from Charter Signatories on the Statement from the 
Signatories of the Climate and Environment Charter for Humanitarian Organizations on 
COP29, Deadline, 25 October.  
Every year before the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
Conference of Parties (COP), the Charter has issued a statement on key challenges, priorities 
and opportunities at each COP. This year, following the COP29 webinar and discussions with 
Signatories, the Charter Secretariat has drafted a Statement from Charter Signatories ahead of 
COP29. Signatories are invited to provide redline comments. No organization name will be 
indicated, but the statement will refer to all signatories to the Charter. Please provide REDLINE 
comments only to secretariat@climate-charter.org by Tuesday, October 25th. We will share 
the final statement on the website under Announcements and with the over 440 Signatories, 13 
Supporters, our partners and at events leading-up to COP29.    
 
Join the Task Team on Disaster Risk Reduction in Humanitarian and Fragile Contexts! 
The Task Team (TT) is an informal, multi-partner group focused on advancing DRR integration in 
humanitarian and fragile contexts. It promotes risk-informed programming and works to 
strengthen collaboration on DRR across humanitarian, development, and peace actions. The 
Terms of Reference (TOR) outline the TTs objectives to integrate DRR in 
humanitarian, development and peacebuilding policy, exchange information and best 
practices, increase awareness, identify advocacy opportunities, and provide technical support 
on DRR.  The TT meets online on a quarterly basis. Please contact: Emilia Wahlström, 
Programme Management Officer, wahlstrom@un.org to join the Task Team.  
 
Call for Applications for Side Events, Ignite Stage and Innovative Platform for the Global 
Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction 4 – 6 June 2025, UNDRR 
Deadlines: 18 October for Side events, 22 November for Ignite State and Innovative Platform. 
The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) is pleased to announce that the 
application for the Informal Programme of the eighth session of the Global Platform for Disaster 
Risk Reduction (GP2025) will be opening soon! Be sure to mark your calendars! The Side Events, 
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Ignite Stage and Innovation Platform will run concurrently with the Official Programme of the 
GP2025, between 4-6 June 2025. 
 
 Call for Inputs related to Human Rights Council resolution 56/8 of 10 July 2024 entitled 
“Human rights and climate change,” in which the Council requested the Secretary-General to 
consult. Member States and others, including relevant international organizations and 
intergovernmental bodies, in order to prepare and submit to the sixtieth session of the Human 
Rights Council a synthesis report on opportunities, best practices, actionable solutions, 
challenges and barriers relevant to a just transition and the full realization of human rights for 
all people. The letter and questionnaire attached herewith contain additional information to 
guide the submission of inputs. The Call for Inputs is also available on the OHCHR 
website.  Please share your inputs toward the preparation of the report, in French or in 
English, by 30 December 2024 at ohchr-registry@un.org with cc to ohchr-
right2environment@un.org. You are also welcome to further disseminate this to other entities. 
 
Survey: Feedback to the 2024 Early Action State of Play  
Deadline 23 November: The Risk Informed Early Action Partnership (REAP) has launched a 
survey to gather thoughts on progress to date, and the challenges still facing their work. The 
survey will take 10 to 15 minutes and will stay open until 23:59 on November 3rd 2024. It can be 
accessed HERE.   

GUIDANCE, TOOLS, AND RESOURCES 
The Environment Community of Practice of the Shelter Cluster has developed some 
technical guidance and tools on mainstreaming Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) into 
humanitarian action. See below: 
 

• Response Planning Tip Sheet for Environment, Climate Change and DRR 
Mainstreaming, September 2024, This Tip Sheet is developed by the Global Shelter 
Cluster for use by country-level Shelter Cluster Coordinators to guide them on the 
minimum requirements for environmental, climate change and Disaster Risk Reduction 
(DRR) mainstreaming in preparation of the Shelter Chapter of HRPs or HNRPs. This 
guidance can also be used for the development of shelter cluster/sector strategies or 
for response planning that does not follow the Humanitarian Programme Cycle (HPC). 

 
• Needs Overview Tip Sheet for Environment, Climate Change and DRR 

Mainstreaming, September 2024, This Tip Sheet is developed by the Global Shelter 
Cluster for Shelter Cluster Coordinators to guide them on environmental, climate 
change and DRR mainstreaming in preparation of the Shelter chapter of both HNOs or 
Shelter Needs Overviews. Despite this shelter focus, many of the suggested actions can 
also contribute to the overall environmental profiling of humanitarian needs, including 
other sectors. The guidance can also be used when developing Shelter Cluster 
strategies.  

 
• Entry Points for DRR Mainstreaming in Humanitarian Shelter and Settlement 

Interventions, September 2024, An overview of entry points to include DRR in shelter 
and settlement assistance, including ecosystem-based DRR. 

 
Sustainable Supply Chain Community newsletter, September 2024 
In this issue, the SSC highlights some of the key milestones in our journey toward a more 
sustainable supply chain. Any questions, suggestions, or feedback can be sent directly to the 
SSCA project manager cgarciaduro@icrc.org  
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EVENTS 
Environment-smart anticipatory action: gaps, practices and opportunities, 23 October, 
14:30-15:30 CET (HYBRID). At the 12th Global Dialogue Platform on Anticipatory Humanitarian 
Action, the Charter will be co-hosting a session with Charter Signatories - CARE, CALP, and 
ACCORD - on considering the environmental impacts of anticipatory action. This session will 
raise awareness of the importance of environment-smart anticipatory action and explore how 
programmes can better incorporate and minimize environmental impacts, drawing on 
experiences from emergency response programmes. Cash and voucher assistance, one of the 
most widely adopted instruments, will be discussed as one of the solutions for environment-
smart anticipatory action. Register for online participation in the Dialogue Platform for this 
and other hybrid events. 
 
LAUNCH EVENT: The REH Environmental Assessments Working Group’s Multi-sectoral 
Environmental Risks Analysis (MERA) matrix, October 30 at 11:00 -11:45 CET. MERA is 
designed to help humanitarian and development project developers and technical advisers to 
become aware of the environmental risks that projects may entail. The matrix provides a non-
exhaustive database of mitigation measures for each environmental risk associated with 
activities in the Food Security & Livelihoods, Water, Sanitation & Hygiene, Shelter and Mental 
Health and Psychosocial Support sectors. The matrix will be available on the REH website from 
October 30th in English, French and Spanish. The WG invites you to the launch event for the first 
version of the matrix! Other launch sessions will be held in French and Spanish over the coming 
months. Register HERE 
 
Recording and resources: Towards COP29: Peace-Climate-Humanitarian collective action 
You can find the recording, key messages and other resources shared by speakers and 
participants during the webinar organized by the Charter Secretariat with Climate Action 
Network International (CAN-I), COP policy group with the Environment, Climate, Conflict and 
Peace (ECCP) community of practice, The Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Sub-group 
on Climate, and the Advisory Group on Climate Change and Human Mobility.  
 
Virtual Consultations on the Four Effective Climate Finance Principles (to be launched at 
COP29). The draft principles for Effective Climate Finance were developed in July and August 
2024 by a global community of practice of experts, practitioners, and policy-makers, starting 
first in conversation with actors at the local level. They represent a collective reaffirmation of 
the Climate, Relief, Recovery and Peace Declaration one year on and emphasize the 
commitment to support finance and programming that is fit for purpose and fit for place. The 
principles are open for Redline Comments by 23 October. To join a consultation to provide 
redline feedback on the principles, register HERE.  
  
You can find up-coming and past events on our website. Keep an eye out for updates!  

POLICY BRIEFS AND REPORTS 
COP29 Save the Children Policy Brief, Save the Children, 2024 
This briefing contains key recommendations for COP29. In particular, the briefing underscores 
the need for an ambitious child-responsive New Collective Quantified Goals on climate 
finance, dedicated to delivering child and gender-responsive outcomes at the scale required, 
along with a meaningful follow-up to the Expert Dialogue on Children and Climate Change that 
took place at Bonn in June 2024.   For the sake of the world’s 2.4 billion children and future 
generations, it is essential to maintain focus and momentum, the sharing of good practices and 
capacity building of Parties on the integration of children’s distinct needs, perspectives, and 
their human rights in climate policies, actions, and finance. 
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Effective Support for Communities Experiencing Climate Mobilities: Lessons from the 
CJRF Grant Portfolio (2017 – 2024),  Climate Justice Resilience Fund and United Nations 
University Institute for Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS) and the, September 
2024. The Report and Executive Summary are available on the CJRF website and the UNU 
Collections permalink. It offers a rare opportunity for partners, funders and policy makers to 
explore the projects and activities that have been implemented to address climate mobility-
related challenges in diverse places around the world.  
 
Loss and Damage – Social Cohesion, Danish Red Cross and the Danish Institute for 
International Studies, April 2024. To support programming efforts, this report provides an 
overview of current approaches to social cohesion, including links to loss and damage. On the 
basis of its review of existing approaches and programming and its novel examination of losses 
to social cohesion on the ground, the report provides key takeaways and possible next steps for 
actors seeking to engage with social cohesion in practice. The report is part of the study 
‘Displacement, climate change and social cohesion: Exploring loss and damage dynamics’ a 
cooperation between the Danish Institute for International Studies and the Danish Red Cross, 
together with the Niger Red Cross and research partners in Ghana. 
 
Economic and non-economic in loss and damage: a harmful dichotomy? Douwe van Schie, 
Guy Jackson, Olivia Serdeczny and Kees van der Geest, October 2024. Loss and damage is 
treated as comprising separate ‘economic’ and ‘non-economic’ dimensions in research and 
policy. While this has contributed to greater awareness and visibility of non-economic values, 
our empirical insights show that the two are inextricably linked and that research aimed at 
informing policy must be better attuned to the multifaceted and cascading nature of loss and 
damage. 
 
Legal Pathways for Climate and Disaster Displacement: Consolidating Case Law to 
Support Litigation around the World by Matthew Scott, Yumna Kamel, Bella Mosselans, 
and Stephanie Hader, September 2024. This short piece argues that the time is ripe for a 
broad strategic litigation initiative addressing both internal and cross-border displacement 
associated with disasters and climate change. The authors highlight legal cases which have 
progressed protections for people facing displacement among other areas where strategic 
litigation holds the potential to advance human rights and protections. 
 
Accelerating Extreme Heat Responses: Perspectives from India, All India Disaster 
Mitigation Institute (AIDMI), September 2024 focuses on the critical challenge of extreme 
heat and heatwaves in India. As climate change intensifies, India faces growing threats from 
rising temperatures that impact public health, livelihoods, agriculture, and economic 
productivity. The issue brings together perspectives from policymakers, researchers, disaster 
management experts, and development practitioners to examine India’s vulnerability to 
extreme heat and outline strategies for building resilience. 
 
Future Urban Landscapes: Climate Migration Projection in Cities, C40 Cities Climate 
Leadership Group, September 2024. This report provides insights into climate migration into 
cities around the world, helping to support city leaders, policymakers, NGOs, and researchers 
committed to building resilient and inclusive urban futures. Research shows scale of climate 
migration will be greatly reduced if Paris Agreement targets are met. Findings highlight the need 
for cities to be given the right powers and resources to address climate migration to avoid 
economic and social disruption. 
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Dear Signatories, 
  
Further to the Charter Secretariat’s bi-monthly newsletter, please find below information on key 
events and calls for engagement with time-sensitive deadline 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Charter Secretariat is pleased to announce that Elizabeth Bellardo, Deputy Director, 
Office of Global Policy, Partnerships, Programs and Communications, Bureau for Humanitarian 
Assistance (BHA), USAID will be joining the Inaugural Board of the Climate and Environment 
Charter, serving in the rotating seat for Charter Supporters. 
  
The Inaugural Board commenced its work in September 2024 and will run through September 
2026. As part of the first board meeting, the Secretariat’s three-year workplan was approved. A 
Summary of the Secretariat Workplan Objectives and 2024 Priorities is now available online. 
This workplan informed through consultations held before the Secretariat was formed, as well 
as through the June 2024 signatory survey. 
 
CALLS EXPERTS, COLLABORATIONS, AND CONSULTATIONS 
Call for REDLINE comments from Charter Signatories on the Statement from the 
Signatories of the Climate and Environment Charter for Humanitarian Organizations on 
COP29, Deadline, 25 October. 
Every year before the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
Conference of Parties (COP), the Charter has issued a statement on key challenges, priorities 
and opportunities at each COP. This year, following the COP29 webinar and discussions with 
Signatories, the Charter Secretariat has drafted a Statement from Charter Signatories ahead of 
COP29. Signatories are invited to provide redline comments. No organization name will be 
indicated, but the statement will refer to all signatories to the Charter. Please provide REDLINE 
comments only to secretariat@climate-charter.org by Tuesday, October 25th. We will 
share the final statement on the website under Announcements and with the over 440 
Signatories, 13 Supporters, our partners and at events leading-up to COP29.   
  
Join the Task Team on Disaster Risk Reduction in Humanitarian and Fragile Contexts! 
The Task Team (TT) is an informal, multi-partner group focused on advancing DRR integration in 
humanitarian and fragile contexts. It promotes risk-informed programming and works to 
strengthen collaboration on DRR across humanitarian, development, and peace actions. The 
Terms of Reference (TOR) outline the TTs objectives to integrate DRR in humanitarian, 
development and peacebuilding policy, exchange information and best practices, increase 
awareness, identify advocacy opportunities, and provide technical support 
on DRR. The TT meets online on a quarterly basis. Please contact: Emilia Wahlström, 
Programme Management Officer, wahlstrom@un.org to join the Task Team. 
  
Call for Applications for Side Events, Ignite Stage and Innovative Platform for the Global 
Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction 4 – 6 June 2025, UNDRR 
Deadlines: 18 October for Side events, 22 November for Ignite State and Innovative Platform. 
The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) is pleased to announce that the 
application for the Informal Programme of the eighth session of the Global Platform for Disaster 
Risk Reduction (GP2025) will be opening soon! Be sure to mark your calendars! The Side Events, 
Ignite Stage and Innovation Platform will run concurrently with the Official Programme of the 
GP2025, between 4-6 June 2025. 
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Call for Inputs related to Human Rights Council resolution 56/8 of 10 July 2024 entitled 
“Human rights and climate change,” in which the Council requested the Secretary-General to 
consult. Member States and others, including relevant international organizations and 
intergovernmental bodies, in order to prepare and submit to the sixtieth session of the Human 
Rights Council a synthesis report on opportunities, best practices, actionable solutions, 
challenges and barriers relevant to a just transition and the full realization of human rights for 
all people. The letter and questionnaire attached herewith contain additional information to 
guide the submission of inputs. The Call for Inputs is also available on the OHCHR 
website. Please share your inputs toward the preparation of the report, in French or in 
English, by 30 December 2024 at ohchr-registry@un.org with cc to ohchr-
right2environment@un.org. You are also welcome to further disseminate this to other entities. 
  
Survey: Feedback to the 2024 Early Action State of Play 
Deadline 23 November: The Risk Informed Early Action Partnership (REAP) has launched a 
survey to gather thoughts on progress to date, and the challenges still facing their work. The 
survey will take 10 to 15 minutes and will stay open until 23:59 on November 3rd 2024. It can be 
accessed HERE.  
 
GUIDANCE, TOOLS, AND RESOURCES 
The Environment Community of Practice of the Shelter Cluster has developed some 
technical guidance and tools on mainstreaming Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) into 
humanitarian action. See below: 
  

• Response Planning Tip Sheet for Environment, Climate Change and DRR 
Mainstreaming, September 2024, This Tip Sheet is developed by the Global Shelter 
Cluster for use by country-level Shelter Cluster Coordinators to guide them on the 
minimum requirements for environmental, climate change and Disaster Risk Reduction 
(DRR) mainstreaming in preparation of the Shelter Chapter of HRPs or HNRPs. This 
guidance can also be used for the development of shelter cluster/sector strategies or 
for response planning that does not follow the Humanitarian Programme Cycle (HPC). 

• Needs Overview Tip Sheet for Environment, Climate Change and DRR 
Mainstreaming, September 2024, This Tip Sheet is developed by the Global Shelter 
Cluster for Shelter Cluster Coordinators to guide them on environmental, climate 
change and DRR mainstreaming in preparation of the Shelter chapter of both HNOs or 
Shelter Needs Overviews. Despite this shelter focus, many of the suggested actions can 
also contribute to the overall environmental profiling of humanitarian needs, including 
other sectors. The guidance can also be used when developing Shelter Cluster 
strategies. 

• Entry Points for DRR Mainstreaming in Humanitarian Shelter and Settlement 
Interventions, September 2024, An overview of entry points to include DRR in shelter 
and settlement assistance, including ecosystem-based DRR. 

  
Sustainable Supply Chain Community newsletter, September 2024 
In this issue, the SSC highlights some of the key milestones in our journey toward a more 
sustainable supply chain. Any questions, suggestions, or feedback can be sent directly to the 
SSCA project manager cgarciaduro@icrc.org 
 
EVENTS 
Environment-smart anticipatory action: gaps, practices and opportunities, 23 October, 
14:30-15:30 CET (HYBRID). At the 12th Global Dialogue Platform on Anticipatory Humanitarian 
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Action, the Charter will be co-hosting a session with Charter Signatories - CARE, CALP, and 
ACCORD - on considering the environmental impacts of anticipatory action. This session will 
raise awareness of the importance of environment-smart anticipatory action and explore how 
programmes can better incorporate and minimize environmental impacts, drawing on 
experiences from emergency response programmes. Cash and voucher assistance, one of the 
most widely adopted instruments, will be discussed as one of the solutions for environment-
smart anticipatory action. Register for online participation in the Dialogue Platform for this 
and other hybrid events. 
  
LAUNCH EVENT: The REH Environmental Assessments Working Group’s Multi-sectoral 
Environmental Risks Analysis (MERA) matrix, October 30 at 11:00 -11:45 CET. MERA is 
designed to help humanitarian and development project developers and technical advisers to 
become aware of the environmental risks that projects may entail. The matrix provides a non-
exhaustive database of mitigation measures for each environmental risk associated with 
activities in the Food Security & Livelihoods, Water, Sanitation & Hygiene, Shelter and Mental 
Health and Psychosocial Support sectors. The matrix will be available on the REH website from 
October 30th in English, French and Spanish. The WG invites you to the launch event for the first 
version of the matrix! Other launch sessions will be held in French and Spanish over the coming 
months. Register HERE 
  
Recording and resources: Towards COP29: Peace-Climate-Humanitarian collective action 
You can find the recording, key messages and other resources shared by speakers and 
participants during the webinar organized by the Charter Secretariat with Climate Action 
Network International (CAN-I), COP policy group with the Environment, Climate, Conflict and 
Peace (ECCP) community of practice, The Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Sub-group 
on Climate, and the Advisory Group on Climate Change and Human Mobility. 
  
Virtual Consultations on the Four Effective Climate Finance Principles (to be launched at 
COP29). The draft principles for Effective Climate Finance were developed in July and August 
2024 by a global community of practice of experts, practitioners, and policy-makers, starting 
first in conversation with actors at the local level. They represent a collective reaffirmation of 
the Climate, Relief, Recovery and Peace Declaration one year on and emphasize the 
commitment to support finance and programming that is fit for purpose and fit for place. The 
principles are open for Redline Comments by 23 October. To join a consultation to provide 
redline feedback on the principles, register HERE. 
  
You can find up-coming and past events on our website. Keep an eye out for updates! 
 
POLICY BRIEFS AND REPORTS 
COP29 Save the Children Policy Brief, Save the Children, 2024 
This briefing contains key recommendations for COP29. In particular, the briefing underscores 
the need for an ambitious child-responsive New Collective Quantified Goals on climate 
finance, dedicated to delivering child and gender-responsive outcomes at the scale required, 
along with a meaningful follow-up to the Expert Dialogue on Children and Climate Change that 
took place at Bonn in June 2024.  For the sake of the world’s 2.4 billion children and future 
generations, it is essential to maintain focus and momentum, the sharing of good practices and 
capacity building of Parties on the integration of children’s distinct needs, perspectives, and 
their human rights in climate policies, actions, and finance. 
  
Effective Support for Communities Experiencing Climate Mobilities: Lessons from the 
CJRF Grant Portfolio (2017 – 2024), Climate Justice Resilience Fund and United Nations 
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University Institute for Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS) and the, September 
2024. The Report and Executive Summary are available on the CJRF website and the UNU 
Collections permalink. It offers a rare opportunity for partners, funders and policy makers to 
explore the projects and activities that have been implemented to address climate mobility-
related challenges in diverse places around the world. 
  
Loss and Damage – Social Cohesion, Danish Red Cross and the Danish Institute for 
International Studies, April 2024. To support programming efforts, this report provides an 
overview of current approaches to social cohesion, including links to loss and damage. On the 
basis of its review of existing approaches and programming and its novel examination of losses 
to social cohesion on the ground, the report provides key takeaways and possible next steps for 
actors seeking to engage with social cohesion in practice. The report is part of the study 
‘Displacement, climate change and social cohesion: Exploring loss and damage dynamics’ a 
cooperation between the Danish Institute for International Studies and the Danish Red Cross, 
together with the Niger Red Cross and research partners in Ghana. 
  
Economic and non-economic in loss and damage: a harmful dichotomy? Douwe van Schie, 
Guy Jackson, Olivia Serdeczny and Kees van der Geest, October 2024. Loss and damage is 
treated as comprising separate ‘economic’ and ‘non-economic’ dimensions in research and 
policy. While this has contributed to greater awareness and visibility of non-economic values, 
our empirical insights show that the two are inextricably linked and that research aimed at 
informing policy must be better attuned to the multifaceted and cascading nature of loss and 
damage. 
  
Legal Pathways for Climate and Disaster Displacement: Consolidating Case Law to 
Support Litigation around the World by Matthew Scott, Yumna Kamel, Bella Mosselans, 
and Stephanie Hader, September 2024. This short piece argues that the time is ripe for a 
broad strategic litigation initiative addressing both internal and cross-border displacement 
associated with disasters and climate change. The authors highlight legal cases which have 
progressed protections for people facing displacement among other areas where strategic 
litigation holds the potential to advance human rights and protections. 
  
Accelerating Extreme Heat Responses: Perspectives from India, All India Disaster 
Mitigation Institute (AIDMI), September 2024 focuses on the critical challenge of extreme 
heat and heatwaves in India. As climate change intensifies, India faces growing threats from 
rising temperatures that impact public health, livelihoods, agriculture, and economic 
productivity. The issue brings together perspectives from policymakers, researchers, disaster 
management experts, and development practitioners to examine India’s vulnerability to 
extreme heat and outline strategies for building resilience. 
  
Future Urban Landscapes: Climate Migration Projection in Cities, C40 Cities Climate 
Leadership Group, September 2024. This report provides insights into climate migration into 
cities around the world, helping to support city leaders, policymakers, NGOs, and researchers 
committed to building resilient and inclusive urban futures. Research shows scale of climate 
migration will be greatly reduced if Paris Agreement targets are met. Findings highlight the need 
for cities to be given the right powers and resources to address climate migration to avoid 
economic and social disruption. 
  
Sincerely, 
The Charter Secretariat 
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